Year Negroes Fought Back

Hicks, James L

New York Amsterdam News (1943-1961); Dec 28, 1957;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: New Y ork Amsterdam News

Year Negroes

Fought Back

_By JAMES L. HICKS..
The year 1937 will go down 1n Mistory as the vear in \\_'hich :'r:ci

Negro took a look into his mirror and said to himsell, "1 ar
somebody.” .

And history will record that it was a ycar in which the Megra,
after saying that he was somcbody, went out and begRan aCting as
it he was somebody. It was a year in which Negroes walked cndless
miles on tired fcet and never grew wearn.

It was a year which saw Negroes pressure through Conzress
the first civi] rights bill passed in §2 years.

It was a year in which the Negro found himscl{ the unwilling:
star of the bigzest news stories of the day—a’ year in which the;
Negro problem at Little Rock. Ark. was as highly pubdlicized in
Eurone and abroad as the launching of the Sputaik in Russia.

Continued on PAGE 3
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1957 — The Year When the Negro Said "I AM Somebody”

Continued from I'AGE 1

It w8 a vear of bitter
racial sirife—but uniike other
yeark, it was a# vear in which
the Negro involved in such
strife began lo emerge as the
wimer.

In 1937, the Negro found
himself standing up and slug-
ging it out with racial big-
otry in the bayous of Mix
sippi; or the streets of Chi-
cago, in the Quaker lands of.
Pennsylvania, the citrus areas’
of Florida, the schoolroomsi
of Litile Rock, Ark., and on,
the sidewalks of New York!
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City.
Meets Challenge

There was scarcely a place
in the 48 states where some
attempt was not made 1o
check the rising progress of
the Negro race and there was
no place in the United States
where the Negro did not rise
to the challenge and show his
willingness and determination
to fizht it out no matter what
the odds.

The Negro began the year!

1957 under the spell of an
eloquent and dynamic Negro
from Montgomery., Ala., by
the name of Martin Luther
King, who, prior to 1956, had
scarcely been heard of on the
national scene. Fired by
King's amazing and success-
ful leadership of the Mont-
gomery Bus Boycott they ral-
lied around his ideas’ {rom
Maine to Florida.
*Give Us Leaders”

King himself set the tone at the
beginning of the year when, in a
speech calling for new leadership
among Nezroes, he uttered this
praver:

“God give us leaders. A time
like this demands strong minds,
greas hearts, true faith and ready
hands, Leaders whom the lust of
office does no: kill: Jeaders whom
the spoils of life cannot buy: lcad-
ers who possess opinions and a
will; leadess who have honor;
leaders who will not lie: leaders
who can stand before a dema-
romue and damn his treacherous
flatterics without winking: tall
leaders. sun crowned. who live
above the fox in pubdblic duty and
private thinking.”

t the same time Kinz called
on the Negro 10 adjust himsel{ o
a new way of life—to make him-

sclf ready to enter the new doors|been able to penetrate the mind
which would be opened to him as|and thinking of the Negro like
' King.
iRing

a result of the fight in which he
was engaged. He warned that in
the new era into which the Negro
was embarking that he would be
Turced to comnpeie with “people of
all races and nationalitics instead
of compating with, or as, 2 Negro,
In this connection King said:
“We musg not now aim merely
to he pood Negro teachers, good

Alex Wilsan, a Negro editor, bei
heaten at Little Rock, inflamed

Negzro doctors. mood Negro min-
isters and good Negro skilled la-
borers, we mus: sct ou: to do a job
irrespective 10 race and do it so
well that nobody could do it bet-
et

Like Shakespeare Wrote Poetry

In this broad appeal to the Ne-
gro masses King urged that “if it
falls the lot of a Negro to b2 a
street sweeper, that Negro should
sweep  streets like Michelangelo
painted pictures, like Shakespeare
wrote pootry, or like Beethoven
composed music.”

The Montgomery minister ad-
vised that a Negro sireet sweeper
“should sweep streets so well that
all the host of Heaven and earth
will have to pause and say ‘here
live@d a great street swecper who
swept his job weli” ™

What Martin Luther King
preached to the Negro was noth-
inz new.

What was new was the way the
Negro listened (0 and abided by
his tcachings.

Violent Non-Vielence

Possibly no other Negro sineC

the advent of Marcus Garvey had

He preached non-violence in a
violent sort of way. And at times
it appeared diflicult for the sharp-
est of mind to follow what ap-
peared 10 be a paradox in his
teachings. .

Bu: those who advocated vio-
lence (and there were many) did
not find support for such violence
in the preachings of Marstin L.
Kinzg.

For as he called on Negroes to
face death rather than segrexa-
tion, he also advised them against
ihatinz or doiag viclence to those
who semremated against them. In-
sicad Kinz urged Negroes to rise

LOWEST BLOW OF 1937 — This picture of

ng kicked and
the world in

quence and so widespread was his
appeal that soon he had done
something which what few Negro
leaders have been able to do and
something which most white peo-
pleple hope none will ever be able
to do~—he had united the Negro
masses with the Negro classes
and united them around one ral-
lving point—the Montgomery Bus
Boycort.

Members of the Negro Cadillac
crowd found themselves rubbing
shoulders with the Negro Subway
Set in a common desire “to help
those Negroes down there in Ala-
bama.” In churches, pool halls, at
dinner meetings and in bars all
one had to say was “This is for
the bus boycotters and a good col-
lection was assured.

The money began to pour into
Alabama and cach new desperate
act of the White South only}l
served to increasc the cfforts of
the Negro to break the back of
segreRation.

Thus as the nation approached
May 17, the birthday of the Su-
preme Court’s famous school de-
cision in 1954, the Negro race in
America was a loosely tied but
thorourhly angry mass of 17 mil.
lion black pecople which had
smelled the blood of victory.

Stays with NAACP .

King. always an ardent NAACP
member, wisely channelled the
momentum of his drive among
Negroes into the mainstream of
the NAACP. This was a test of
his true greatness for had he not
done so he certainly could hovi
led a southwide split right down
through the middle of that great
orcanjzation.

But King saw, as others did.
that the fate of the Negro lay in!
his ability’ te move as one group
whether it be in the North or

1o that lofty ponition in which they
could love the peopie doing wrong
deeds azainst them. while at thej
came time hating the deed which
they were doing.
Tnited Muasaes and Classes
So masterful was King's ¢lo-

- South.

As wave after wave of violence
began to break out all over the)
;South, Kinz teamed with Roy
'Wilkins, A. Pbhilip Randolph and
Congressman Adam Powell and
began to demand an audience with
the President and to press for
the passage of a strong civil rights

September and did more thun anything clse
to unify Negroes both North und South.

.speak out against the South's vio-|

bill in the Congress.
i They urged the President to

them dbehind the grey stone cur-!
tain of Sherman Adams and tael
17 million Negroes began the fisst,
faint rumblings of a “march on.
Washington.™ ;
The action of the US in wel-!
coming to ils shores thousands of:
oppressed Hungarians  (some of
them Communists) at a time when!
the white South was venting alll
its fury on Negroes, served oniyii
to antagonize Negroes and draw!
them closer together under the!
color banner.
Thus «when it tecame known'
that the ancicnt African state of i
Ghana would be set up as a freei
independent black state Negroes:
suddenly began to speaxk of that!
distant land as if it were a new;
cstate just purchased by their!
favorite country cousin. |
100 to Ghanu :
And to the amazement of whites |
and cven Negroes thcmsol\'cs.[
more than 100 of them hopped al
plane and flew off to distant Af.,
rica to sip champagne with the
Duchess of Kent and Viee Presie
dent Nixon as they ovlebrated the
independence of Ghana. It clearly |
showed the Negroes' intevest in'
the black man’s {reedom.
Probably no other action of.
Martin Luther King captured the
imagination of Negroes more tan
did his action in Ghana. '
At a time when Negroes were,
raging about the bombs falling:
like stars on them in Alabami,
and the US was flyving Hungarians:
to this country by the thousands..
Wing., who had been refused a
White House mecting with Eisen-!
lence or at lcast 1o send Vicej power, walked up to NiNon at a!
President Nixon into the South 10§ cockiail party in Ghuna and asked”
speak for him. Seventeen .\1i11ion| him when the wwo of them could

Negroes applauded their ever¥) gt down and talk about the Ne.!
word. gro problem in the South. |
Eiserhower, however, suceess-|  Standing there in a new black]

fully  barricaded himself rrom_.\'e;:ro state which, at the mo-j

i Nixon had no choice but 1o savthe United States,

meat, was the showcase of deminc=: News hiy the streets with this It was an honest error for th
vacy for the Western world, andi headline—"Ring sets May 18 for| aporter who broke the story had
with Communist diplomats look- dute 1, march on Washington”—{ "

i i e dlinn af i - by one of the leaders
2 him right down kis thront| 1o oaly headline of its kind in| ::‘c'r;wto‘lﬁ'c); that the date would

Yaf the Mar w

{be May 18 because May 17 the
anniversary of the Supreme Court
School decision came on a Friday
and sipce this was a work day it

Continued on PAGE 30

that he would he happy 10 mevt:
King when they returned to the
States And he said just that.
March on Waskington
Oa April 6, 1957, the Amsterdam| been May 17 instead of May 1S

The headline was in error— that
1is 1o siay one smiall part of 1t was

i ervor — the date should hive]
i
|
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I".Id"l‘ as Martin Luther King in
1 . Conaress took a gond

Ionk .:r the zrowing Nesro unity
and passed the first civil rights
legislation it has passed in 82
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Negroes were not satisfied with

“ihe bill but they clearly saw what

thoy cnuld do if they showed
- if they would act like they

“wore somehody”

13

Touming Rill

Thus when the City Councit o!\
New York began shilly shallving
Wittt the Brown - Sharkey « [sasces
hill to end Blas n private toussd
Nezraes were n no mood for|

stieh tratling,
hey fully reahzed that C’oun-’
sitman Brown's bill was the most
:mpaortant single piece of legisla-

R

tion 1 the century, Brown is a
solumnist  for the Amsterdam
News and has strong  Harlem

Mayor \..n,..w:' joined Brown iny.

waus mounting  against  Nearoes.
Demuerats hucked the hill. A deal
i vas tinally  struck. The Demo-
s openly pleaded that if Ne-
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i .
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i his word, The hill, certainly they
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